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Hour 1: 

History of the Association for the History of Chiropractic 
Patrick Montgomery, D.C., M.S., FASA, FICC 
The 125th Anniversary of the Discovery of the Chiropractic Profession coincides with the 40th Anniversary of the 
organization that was formed to preserve and publish its history. In 1980, the Association for the History of 
Chiropractic was founded at the Spears Chiropractic Hospital, itself, an important icon of the Profession. A 
collection of historians and chiropractic history enthusiasts gathered in Denver, where Spears was located. These 
sixteen seasoned Chiropractic pioneers and visionaries wanted to collect, preserve and publish the credible history 
of the Profession. They had seen many of the earliest pioneers pass before their complete stories could be 
collected.  The mission of the AHC was to stop the bleed of irreplaceable information that led to the development 
of a whole profession from a single event that occurred in the small river city of Davenport, in 1895.  

• Decade by decade account of how the newly found organization collected the data and compiled it 

• It continues with a review of the Annual AHC Conferences held around the world to bring together 
chiropractic historians and inspire those who showed an interest in Chiropractic History.  

• It also includes the establishment of awards for excellence: the William S. Rehm Medal, the Gibbons-
Wardwell Medal and the AHC’s highest award, first called the Pioneer Award, then two years later, it was 
named the Lee-Homewood Chiropractic Heritage Award.   

 

The Lerner Report: Finding Keating’s “Missing” Pages 
Joe Foley, D.C., FICPA, FICA 
The Lerner report has been a controversial document from its beginning and even more so over the past twenty-
five years. It was researched and written between 1950-1953 and was never published. NewYork attorney Cyrus 
Lerner interviewed B.J. Palmer and was granted access to the Palmer School's archival material as he researched 
chiropractic history. The Lerner report was summary of early chiropractic history that was essentially unknown to 
the profession until it was transcribed decades after it was written. In 1996, Joe Keating's transcription contained 
comments about "missing pages".  This began and fueled ongoing speculation about potential secrets in 
chiropractic history. The authors have taken a fresh look at the report and have new information about the 
"missing" pages. 

• Introduction  

• Examining the Actual Lerner Report and Keating's Lerner Report Translation 

• Discussion  

Hour 2: 

 

Dr. Marjorie Johnson, Trailblazer for Female Chiropractors 
Karmen Hopkins, D.C. and Breanne Wells, D.C. 
Marjorie Johnson became interested in chiropractic when she had been relieved of upper back and neck pain. She 
was a teenager who read a lot and started developing pain. Her medical doctor tried everything to help but his 
methods only made it worse until he recommended a chiropractor and she had instant relief. She decided to come 
to Palmer because the chiropractor she saw in her hometown went to Palmer. She attended from January 1963-
1965 and was one of three women in her class of around 60. During her time at Palmer, she was involved in the 
Sigma Phi Chi sorority and was class treasurer and class representative member to the Palmer Student Activities 
Association 

• Some states had established separate chiropractic boards that administered chiropractic exams and 
testing that were in addition to the Basic Science Exams that all health providers had to pass. 

• The Innate Intelligence of the body will assist the body to heal itself, naturally, without drugs or surgery. 

• Overall, Marjorie Johnson was an extraordinary female chiropractor who helped pave the way for future 
female chiropractors. 



Holly Folk, She Nearly Found It: The Real Religion of Chiropractic was Hiding in Plain Sight 
John Wolfe, D.C., J.D. 
In an article recently published in Chiropractic History, the authors revealed a previously unknown early legal 
protective strategy in the form of legislation to license the practice of “Psychiropathy,” a term meant to include 
magnetic, chiropractic, psychic and suggestive practitioners. The authors speculated that the “Psychiropathy” 
experience may have set two important early rivals, B.J. Palmer and Solon M. Langworthy, on divergent paths 
regarding future efforts to protect the new profession, with Palmer favoring litigation while Langworthy favored 
legislation.  

• The Chiropractors’ Theological Society (CTS), an organization created by B.J. Palmer in 1911 to advance a 
religious exemption from licensing laws in cases alleging that chiropractors were engaging in the 
unlicensed practice of medicine.  

• Suggests that author Holly Folk very nearly discovered it and discusses its relationship to the Palmer 
School of Correspondence 

• Identifies its officers and discusses its planned operation, constitution and bylaws as revealed in the 
prospectus and lessons from the correspondence course. 

 
Hour 3: 
 
Dr. M.B. DeJarnette, Founder of SOT 
Chad Hagen, D.C. 
Dr. DeJarnette was born on December 23, 1899 and raised in Nebraska. After high school he accepted a 
scholarship as an apprentice in the field of experimental engineering. In 1918 he moved to Detroit to work in the 
automobile industry. An explosion in the factory left him injured and introduced him to osteopathy.  

• That same year Dr. DeJarnette was introduced to chiropractic and continued his education with a DC 
degree from the Nebraska College of Chiropractic.  

• With this education he spent the rest of his life developing his technique and helping people.  

• Dr. DeJarnette’s path to becoming a chiropractor is an interesting one and gives valuable insight into his 
methods developing Sacro Occipital Technique.   

 
Beloit, Wisconsin: The Intersection of Thompson and Gonstead 
Steve Agocs, D.C. 
Clarence Gonstead is a household name among chiropractors, but few know he had a brother named Merton who 
was also a chiropractor. Merton Gonstead was a great friend of Clay Thompson, the inventor of the drop table, and 
he was an early adopter of its use for full-spine adjusting.  

• Merton and his son, Curt Gonstead, developed the Gonstead Inertia Specific approach to chiropractic,  

• A marriage of Gonstead principles 

• Drop table adjusting and spine-neutral positioning that is still practiced by Andrea and Eric Gonstead in 
Merton’s original clinic today. 

 
Hour 4: 
The Doctors Caster–Parallels to the Palmers 
Roger Hynes, D.C., DPhCS, FICA 
The Caster family has a well-documented genealogy and it is explored through the efforts of Addie Caster Ludwig.  
The Caster family of magnetic healing fame are distantly related to George Armstrong Custer.  Caster is a 
misspelling of Custer. It was changed to Caster after the Civil War when Dr. Paul’s brothers received land patents 
with their names misspelled. Dr. Paul wanted to keep the same name as his brothers and hence the name became 
Caster.  

• The Custer/Caster lineage to Dr. Paul Caster  

• The final generation of Caster discussed is Dr. Charles E. Caster who also practiced magnetic healing and 
was a graduate of the National College of Chiropractic.  

• A tribute to the Caster family and the unveiling of a restored original painting that once hung on the wall 
of Dr. Paul Caster’s hospital in Ottumwa, Iowa.  



Two Twentieth Century Innovators and Their Intersecting Orbits: Frank Lloyd Wright and B.J. Palmer 
John Wolfe, D.C., J.D. 
Frank Lloyd Wright is undoubtedly the most famous architect America has produced. His fame and fortune (he was 
better at holding onto fame than fortune) rose as the early century progressed, and his genius was heralded here 
and abroad, though his unconventional ideas and lifestyle made him a controversial figure. Exactly the same could 
be said of Wright’s fellow Midwesterner, B. J. Palmer. 
 
B.J. was close to Elbert Hubbard, a figure associated with the arts and crafts movement and aesthetic that was an 
antecedent of Wright’s first great architectural style, now known as Prairie Style; its practitioners belonging to the 
Prairie School. B.J. appreciated Hubbard’s aesthetic, and purchased furniture and art items from Hubbard’s 
Roycroft line for his home and for the PSC. 

• There is no evidence that Wright was aware of B. J. Palmer. There is no indication that B.J. was aware of 
Wright prior to B.J.’s world tour of 1924-5.  

• Just before leaving on his world tour, B.J. announced that he was building a huge auditorium on campus, 
to be called the Kindt Concertorium. Here, the authors imagine what might have been had B.J. cabled 
Wright from Japan and hired him to design the Kindt. Alas, there is no evidence that B.J. ever contacted, 
let alone met, the great architect, but what might the campus have looked like today had these two 
collaborated?  

• The architectural treasures brought forth by these chiropractors attest to what might have been had 
Frank and B.J. met. 

 

Hour 5: 

A Brief Glimpse into D.D. Palmer’s Education Process for His First Chiropractic Students Between 196-1899 
Timothy Faulkner, D.C. 
This presentation will cover the early chiropractic students of D.D. Palmer. Palmer’s students had a variety of 
backgrounds and experiences prior to seeking instruction from the founder. Some were truly lay people with 
minimal prior education and no prior health care training and some had several prior degrees in other health 
professions.  

• Palmer’s apprentice style of teaching and the inconsistent length of instruction under Palmer.  

• He stated some “studied” in chiropractic and some he described as “graduates” of his school.  

• This time period covers D.D. Palmers first ten students: L.J. Baker, C.H. Collier, B.O. Morse, W.A. Sealy, 
L.W. Roberts, A.P. Davis, W.A. Crawford, J.C. Bowman, Helen de Lendrecie, and O.G. Smith. 

 

D.D. Palmer and the Concept of Tone 
Brad Poock, D.C. 
D.D. Palmer stated that on page 7 in his 1910 Textbook “The Science, Art and Philosophy of Chiropractic”, “Life is 
the expression of Tone”.  Then on page 878, he writes ”I founded the science of Chiropractic upon the basic 
principle of tone.”            

• “Tone” will be defined and explained as to why he decided to use tone in his theories about Chiropractic.   

• A historical perspective where this concept came from 

•  The idea of Tone to explain how normal physiology and normal body operations occur. 
 
Hour 6: 

The R.S. Marlow System of Conducting a Chiropractic Practice 
Patrick Montgomery, D.C., M.S., FASA, FICC 
Chiropractic historians are familiar with the name Dr. Roy S. Marlow of San Antonio, Texas. He ran a very 
successful Chiropractic practice. He may be best remembered for inspiring one of his patients, Dossa Evins, to 
attend Palmer School of Chiropractic, where, after graduating in 1922, invented one of Dr. B. J. Palmer’s most 
famous instruments, the Neurocalometer. The Neurocalometer was announced to the world in 1924.   



• Dr. Marlow started one of the Chiropractic Profession’s first practice management systems, the R. S. 
Marlow System of Conducting a Chiropractic Practice.  

• The Marlow System was unique, efficient, and highly profitable.  

• Concentrate on the highlights of the Marlow System. 
 

C.C. Flanagan, D.C., PhC– “Our Pat” 
Rachelle Hynes, D.C., LCP 
Charles Carrol Flanagan was a native of Clinton Iowa. He was born on April 11th, 1893 the same year many were 
drawn to World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Illinois. Perhaps foreshadowing his own draw to the windy city 
for his future career. After serving with a medical attachment the great war in France he enrolled in the Palmer 
School of Chiropractic on April 25, 1921.  

• He graduated from the P.S.C. on December 12, 1922 and appears to have immediately become a member 
of the Palmer faculty.  

• He must have impressed Dr. B.J. Palmer who gave him the honor and responsibility of teaching philosophy 
to both the junior and sophomore years.  

• B.J. Palmer recognized his elocution skills and gave him the opportunity to be an announcer on Palmer’s 
new business venture WOC radio.  


