
 
Course Title:  Clinician Ethics, Professional Boundaries & Risk Management  
Course Objective: This course provides an integrated education, for the Doctor of Chiropractic, in ethics, 

professional boundaries and risk management for the clinical chiropractic physician 
environment.  A Doctor of Chiropractic will be able to understand and utilize the 
education of this course in the guidelines of ethical conduct, the principles of 
professional boundaries and the structured rules of risk management.   The purpose of 
this course is to integrate the principles of professionalism, ethics and risk management 
into the everyday clinical practice of the Chiropractic physician.  

Total Hour(s):  4 
Teaching Method:  Lecture, slides, discussion, Q&A 
Sponsored by:  Life Chiropractic College West 
 
HOURS 1-2 Professional Boundaries  

o Review of why professional society defines professional boundary standards, often 
referred to as a code of conduct or rules of conduct. 

o Inspection of the principles of beneficence, autonomy, compassion along with the core 
concepts in the doctor-patient relationship in therapeutic settings.  

o A check and measure analysis of the varieties of reasons for boundary problems:  
o Chiropractic Physician’s ignorance, exploitative character, emotional vulnerability moral 

weakness and similar factors may pave the way for boundary issues resulting in 
nonsexual or sexual boundary crossings and violations. 

o Chiropractic Physician’s behavior toward patients should always be initiated and 
maintained with the patient’s best interest in mind.  

o The maintenance of boundaries thus helps to preserve the integrity of the relationship 
and expand the trust the public has in them. 

 
HOURS 3-4 Ethics       

o Review of the ethics of the written consent form; the proof that a process of informed 
consent has taken place. 

o Informed consent serves as an important ethical symbol of a physician-patient 
relationship that adheres to the valued principles of healthcare ethics. 

o Common unethical myths regarding the informed consent. 
o Who is protected when utilizing an ethical informed consent 
o Malpractice claims: when a complaint is filed, how informed consent supports the legal 

ethics of the physician patient relationship.  
o Primary Health Care Provider; definition, standards of care, scope of practice, patient 

safety and informed consent.   
o Identifying Risk; history, examination and record keeping.  
o Healthcare provider errors; patient care related risk, clinical staff related risk, patient 

communication and consultation.  
o The ethics of informing a patient of the non-common risk of stroke in an informed 

consent.  
o How do we implement an ethically sound informed consent?  

 
 


